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On the Parashah…
Yaakov's Love of Rachel and Leah
[Tal Chermon]
Yaakov deeply loved Rachel, as is stated: "Yaakov worked seven years for Rachel.
But he loved her so much, it seemed like no more than a few days" (Bereshit 29:20).
It was not a carnal love but a holy and lofty one based on a profound harmony
between their souls. The proof of this is that he was with Leah for an entire night,
thinking that she was Rachel, and yet only in the morning did he discover the switch.
His attraction to Rachel was clearly not bodily since he knew nothing about it and
could thus be deceived for an entire night. Their bond was idealistic and spiritual. He
loved her for what she was now.
Leah, however, was "disliked." This does not mean, G-d forbid, that Yaakov really
hated her. Yaakov loved everyone. He even called the shepherds "my brothers"
(ibid. 29:4). Leah was simply less loved than Rachel, as it says: "But he loved Rachel
more than Leah" (ibid. 29:30). She feels "disliked" because she knew that as far as
her husband was concerned, she was the subordinate wife. Yaakov, however, did
slowly develop a deep love towards her, not as his wife, but as the mother of his
children.
Yaakov's love for Rachel, despite all its sublimity, was not the ultimate in love. His
love of Leah ended up deeper and more elevated. His love of Rachel, although it was
a love in the depth of his soul, was a personal love. His love for Leah, however,
centered on the creation of future generations and on the desire for continuance. By
marrying and having children, one becomes "eternal" in this world since he is
continued by his offspring. The heart of romantic love is, deep down, the love of and

desire for continued existence. The Torah, by determining that the mitzvah is not
marriage but procreation, makes abundantly clear that the purpose of marriage is not
mutual pleasure and convenience but the bearing of children to ensure future
generations. There is even an opinion that this command can be fulfilled with a
concubine (The Rosh on Ketubot 1:12). G-d forbid that a person should act in such a
shameful way, but the letter of the law indicates what is at the heart of the matter. A
husband and wife must love and respect each other on a personal level, but all of this
stems from a deeper purpose. Maran Ha-Rav Avraham Yitzchak Kook expresses this
idea as: "Sexual impulses have been given to us in order to ensure the future of the
world and of mankind."
Since Yaakov's love of Rachel was personal and unrelated to the propagation of future
generations, their bond was infertile. Yaakov's spiritual romance must give way to a
love which bears with it the responsibility of maintaining the continuity of mankind.
Rachel demanded in painful exasperation: "Give me children or let me die!" (ibid.
30:1). She implored G-d to let her be fertile like her sister (See Rashi's second
explanation and Onkelos on Bereshit 30:8), and Hashem finally opened her womb
(ibid. 30:22). Her troubles, however, were not yet over. She died in childbirth when
Binyamin was born (Ibid. 35:17-18). Rachel's temporary kingdom had to vacate its
place for Leah's permanent kingdom to take over. The essential, romantic love was a
preparation for the supreme state for them to "become one flesh" (Bereshit 2:24).
This occurs when children are born, "for the child is created by both parents and in it
their flesh becomes one and united" (Rashi ibd.). Both Rachel and Leah built the
complete House of Israel.

Rav Aviner on…
When is the Messiah coming?
If someone tells me that the Messiah is coming on a particular day, I won't believe
him. Rather, today, like every other day, I will wait for him, because, "I firmly believe
in the coming of the Messiah, and although he may tarry, I daily wait for his coming”
(#12 of Rambam’s 13 Principles of Faith).
And if today passes without his coming, I will then know that this was not the day,
and I will wait for him tomorrow, and every other day. The Rabbis said, “Come and
listen: If someone says, ‘I hereby declare myself a Nazarite on the day that the son of
David arrives,’ he is then allowed to drink wine on Shabbat and festivals, and he is
forbidden to drink wine on weekdays” (Eruvin 43a-b. Rambam, Hilchot Nezirut
4:11).
If by ten years from now, the Messiah has not yet arrived, I will continue to put on
Tefillin, to eat Kosher food and to keep the Shabbat. I will continue to wait for his
arrival, and I won't engage in calculations. “Believing in the Messiah means believing

and saying that he is going to come, and not thinking that he is going to delay. ‘If he
delays, wait for him’ (Chabakuk 2:3). One should not set a time for him to arrive nor
seek logical Torah proofs of when that will occur. The Rabbis said, ‘blast the spirit of
those who calculate the end’” (Sanhedrin 92b. Rambam’s introduction to Perek
Chelek, 12th foundation).
And if in thirty years he has not yet arrived, I will continue to send my children to
religious schools, and I will still go to Daven and learn Torah. I will continue to wait,
with absolute faith, for “Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmeni said in the name of Rabbi
Yonatan: Blast the bones of those who calculate the end, for they would say: ‘Since
that deadline has passed without the Messiah coming, he is not going to come any
more.’ Rather, we must wait for him, as it says, ‘If he tarries, wait for him.’ Now one
might ask, ‘We are waiting for him, but is G-d not waiting for him?’ It therefore says,
‘And therefore will Hashem wait, that He may be gracious unto you, and therefore
will He be exalted, that He may have compassion upon you’ (Yeshayahu 30:18).
Now, since we are waiting and He is waiting, what is holding it up? Strict Justice is
holding it up. Yet since it is being held up, why should we wait? To receive reward, as
it says, ‘Happy are all those who wait for him’ (ibid.)” (Sanhedrin 97b).
And if by eighty years from now the Messiah is not yet here, I will continue to build
Eretz Yisrael, the State of Israel, the army of Israel, and I will know that there is much
more I must do for all these, and then the Messiah will come.
“A king once got angry at his sheep, and he dismantled the pen and removed the
sheep and the shepherd. Some time later he restored the sheep and rebuilt the pen, but
he did nothing regarding the shepherd. The shepherd said, ‘The sheep are restored and
the pen is rebuilt, but I have not been recalled.’ The same applies in our case. It says,
‘For G-d will save Zion and build the cities of Yehudah, and they shall abide there
and have it in possession. The seed also of His servants shall inherit it, and they that
love His name shall dwell therein’ (Tehillim 69:36-37). Surely the pen is rebuilt and
the flocks are back, but the shepherd (David) has not been recalled. Tehillim therefore
continues, ‘[A Psalm] of David, to make a memorial. O G-d, to deliver me’ (70:1).”
(Rashi ibid.).
The Messiah comes at the end.
And if in 130 years he has not yet arrived, I will continue to arouse the Jews to move
quickly to Israel. And if they say, “We are waiting for the Messiah, and then we will
move to Yerushalayim,” I will answer, “You sin and make others sin out of malice,
and you do enormous damage, for in the meantime Jews assimilate or are murdered.
For ‘it won’t be time for the Messiah’s arrival until the Jews pine for him and say,
‘He’s near!’ or ‘He’s far!’ (Rambam’s Igrot Kiddush Hashem, Mossad Ha-Rav Kook
66-67). We wait for the Messiah every day, so come today!”
And if he has not yet arrived by 230 years from now (the Hebrew year 5999), they
will say to me, “Be ready for the Messiah’s arrival, for he will come in the year 6000,
as our Sages said, ‘The world shall last for six thousand years, consisting of two
thousand years of chaos, two thousand years of Torah and two thousand years of the
Messiah’ (Sanhedrin 97a-b), and unfortunately the results were what they were.”

Then I will answer them, ‘I am preparing myself for the Messiah’s arrival now, and
not in the year 6000. I recall what happened in the Hebrew date of 5600 (called “Tav
Resh”) when rumors spread throughout the Jewish People that the Messiah was
coming, based on the verse, “The sound of the dove [Tor – Tav-Vav-Tesh] is heard in
our Land” (Shir Ha-Shirim 2:12). At that time, the Rabbi of the Warsaw Jewish
Community, Ha-Rav Yaakov Gezundheit, ascended the Bimah on Rosh Hashanah
with a Sefer Torah in his hands, and swore that the Messiah would not come that year.
Apparently he feared that people would once more go crazy, as they had a few years
earlier, when it was prophesied that the Messiah would come. What followed instead
were the pogroms of the wicked Bogdan Chmielnicki, and the episode of Shabbtai
Zvi, who filled the breach and gained many adherents. You will certainly ask, “And
what would the Rabbi have done had the Messiah indeed arrived that year?” Have no
fear! Questions of that sort our Rabbis know how to answer…
If the Messiah does not come by 6001, I will not despair. I will remember that
Rambam did not rule that 6000 is the deadline for the Messiah’s arrival (Hilchot
Melachim 12:2). Perhaps he holds that that source is just a parable or the opinion of
only one Rabbi, and not the majority view, and I will continue to wait for the Messiah
every day.
And if the Messiah has not yet arrived by 6100, that will not wear me down. Rather, I
will devote all my physical and mental energies to serving G-d, and that is what is
most important. Rambam wrote, “One should not dwell too much on Midrashim
dealing with the Messiah. One should not treat them as the essence, for they lead
neither to increased love or fear of G-d. Neither should one calculate the end of days.
Our sages said, ‘Blast the minds of those who calculate the end.’ Rather, one should
wait and believe in the principle of there being a Messiah” (Rambam, Hilchot
Melachim 12:2). “I daily wait for his coming.”
And if by 6200 the Messiah has not yet arrived, I will continue to keep Torah and
Mitzvot, to love the People of Israel and the State of Israel, to build a family and to go
to the army. If I have waited so long for the Messiah, I will continue to wait daily for
his arrival.
And when he finally comes, in the year 6999… I will greet him with tears, and I will
recite a blessing, “Blessed be G-d, who bestowed His glory on flesh and blood.
Blessed be He who bestowed His glory on those who fear Him, blessed is the Wise
Knower of Secrets, blessed be He who has sustained us and brought us to this time.”
And I will immediately set out for my army unit, without waiting for the orders (see
Rambam, ibid., 11:4).
At last! The Messiah’s arrival! We waited so long! Yet it actually feels like a short
time. So much do I crave his coming that the wait feels like just a few days. I can
hear the sound of the great Shofar. I see Eliyahu the Prophet. He will say, “Thank you
for the generations you waited daily. His arrival is thanks to you.” “Happy are all
those who wait for him.”

True or Superstition?

Shabbat Birth
Q: Our son was born on Shabbat, obviously with Shabbat violations. Is this a Segulah
or a bad sign?
A: It is completely permissible (And so too Shut Doresh Tzion of Ha-Rav Ben Tzion
Mutzafi: It is neither a transgression nor a Segulah).

Kiddush for the Birth of a Daughter
Q: If parents did not have a Kiddush to express gratitude for the birth of a daughter
will it impede her ability to get married? Is there a Segulah for her to do so later in
life?
A: Nonsense (Ha-Rav Chaim Kanievski was once asked: I was in Los Angeles, and
there was a Kiddush for a 25-year-old woman whose parents had not made a Kiddush
for her when she was born. They said in the name of Ha-Rav's father – the Steipler –
it was for this reason she was having difficulty finding a match. Ha-Rav Kanievski
said: "Who made this up? Wouldn't I have heard about this in my home? He never
said to make a Kiddush in our family! Derech Sichah Vol. 1, p. 33. And Ha-Rav Ben
Tzion Mutzafi similarly writes in Shut Doresh Tzion: This is a complete lie, and our
mothers did not have a Kiddush made for them and they are happily married).

Furniture of a Divorce Couple
Q: Is it permissible to buy furniture and utensils from a divorced couple, or will it
cause the Evil Eye?
A: There is absolutely no problem.
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